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perspectives

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

AMANDA GUILLEN, 747-7477

Barbie got back
BY AMANDA GUILLLEN

done. This became something that

A closet full of
Barbie dolls in
their sealed boxes,
hair intact, shoes
still strapped on
and all of her accessories still included—I
never
played with my
dolls because of the fear of ruining
their perfect image.
I would go over to my cousins’
houses and see their dolls with shoes
missing, hair chopped off and sometimes their plastic limbs missing.
This is something that I couldn’t
erase from my brain. The perfection
of Barbie was something that I felt
couldn’t and shouldn’t be altered, so
I made sure that my dolls were protected from any harm.
Sacrificing play time with dolls to
preserve their image was something
that, now as an adult, I regret, but at
the time I felt like this was the most
important thing to do.
On Jan. 28, Mattel unveiled a
new line of Barbie dolls that are
a representation of all shapes,
sizes and colors.
This was something that surprised me, but had me saying it was
about time.
As I reminisce on my childhood, I
realize the fragility of a young girl’s
mind. At seven years old, I viewed my
Barbie dolls as perfect and gave up
play time for the dolls’ beauty.
At the time I didn’t realize that the
dolls in the boxes were seen as the
ideal standards of beauty. They were
thin, light skinned, had long blonde
hair, blue eyes and a full face of makeup. I just saw them as what Barbie was
supposed to look like.
Not until I began seeing the dolls
with hair and skin like mine did I realize that there was a real difference.
Although the doll’s hair and skin
color changed, the model stayed the
same. The long hair, make-up and
physique remained.
It wasn’t until then that I knew
that this was what was considered
beautiful. Along with what I saw on
television, my dolls were the exact
model of what was considered perfect at the time.
Around age 11, I urged my mom to
let me wear make-up and when she
refused, I still found myself wanting
to change my look to conform to society’s idea of beauty.
I began to straighten my naturally
curly hair, wear tight clothing and
would sneak mascara and lip gloss to
school.
I remember waking up extra early
and stressing out if my hair wasn’t

school, and for me consumed much
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overshadowed the importance of
of what I truly cared about once I hit
high school.
I feel like if I had seen images of
girls and women who looked like
me or like the women around me, I
would feel more comfortable in my
own skin.
Body image and beauty is something that many women struggle
with and sadly is something that
we will wrestle with for the rest of
our lives.
If we as a society take advantage
of reaching out to girls and boys at a
young age we can use the impressionability of their minds for good instead
of poisoning them with images of unrealistic “perfection.”
Making sure that they see themselves in the movies they watch, in
the music they hear and the toys they
play with can make a difference in
their lives and a difference in society.
There will be no such thing as a
standard model of perfection and
what is beautiful will be in the eyes of
the beholder.
I applaud Mattel for finally thinking about the future of the children
rather than the aesthetic of their
product.
I can’t wait to see what the future
holds, and I am hopeful that with
each generation a more accepting and
open-minded group of individuals
will take over the airwaves and run
the nation.
I hope that when the time comes,
my children will not have to worry
about the way their hair looks or
hide makeup from me or look at
women and judge them based on
their outer appearance.
The evolution of the Barbie brand
is victory for everyone, and although
many may look at it as just a doll, this
is a cultural icon that just took a stand
for the everyday woman.
Amanda Guillen may be reached at theprospectordaily.
news@gmail.com..
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Non-Catholic’s voice their opinion on pope’s visit

ANGEL ULLOA / THE PROSPECTOR
UTEP will be closed on Wed. Feb, 17 for the coming of Pope Francis in Ciudad Juárez, and not all students are happy about it.

BY AMANDA GUILLEN
The Prospector
The Pope’s upcoming visit to Ciudad Juárez, Mexico, has brought excitement and anticipation to El Paso.
But some students reacted negatively.
Members of the University Atheists
and Secular Humanists organization,
previously known as The Atheists,
spoke up for their beliefs and other
student’s rights to oppose the closure
of campus.
Senior computer science major
Geoni Griffin said that although he
doesn’t care about the visit, he does
think the entire thing is over the top.
“Personally, I think it is crazy how
crazy people get over this one person who they decide to give so much
power and supposedly speaking the
word of god,” Griffin said. “But if
that’s what they say and that’s what
they believe, that’s fine. I just wish

they got this excited about scientists
coming to town.”
Although Pope Francis is not expected to cross over into El Paso, the
visit has caused schools, including
UTEP, some businesses and city hall
to close on Feb. 17.
UTEP classes will resume on Feb.
18, leaving students to make up the
day on May 6, which is dead day.
The Catholic Diocese of El Paso
reported that out of a population
of 858,546 residents, 686,037 are
Catholic.
At UTEP, 83.5 percent of students
are from El Paso County, which
means there is a lot of on-campus
support for the papal visit.
“They didn’t even shut down everything for the president and the Pope
gets so much attention,” Griffin said.
Director of Religious Studies and
senior lecturer, Ann Horak, said that
although some of her students are ex-

cited for the Pope’s visit, some are just
excited to have the day off.
Horak said that the Pope’s visit is
wonderful for the city of Juárez and

They didn’t
even shut down
everything for the
president and the
Pope gets so much
attention.
- Geoni Griffin, Senior
computer science major

its citizens, but has heard some dissenting opinions from both Catholic
and non-Catholics.
“Many people, Catholic and nonCatholic, are concerned about the
amount of money the city of El Paso
is planning to spend on the Pope’s
visit,” Horack said. “The city needs to
be very forthright in showing what
expenses are necessary for public
safety and be very careful not to cross
the link into endorsing the religious
activities of one faith community.”
A member from the University
Atheists and Secular Humanists, who
for security reasons asked that his
name not be published, expressed his
opinion about the Pope’s visit.
The senior multidisciplinary studies major considers himself agnostic
and said that UTEP is infringing on
the separation of church and state.
“There is a separation between
church and state and there is a reason for that,” the student said. “It can

be considered disrespectful, to put
it mildly, to the rest of the populous
to just be doing something like that
(closing campus).”
He also said that he does plan on
following the Pope’s visit to Juárez out
of curiosity about what he has to say.
He says that if someone were inspired
by what Pope Francis has to say, then
all of this would be worth it.
“If some little word inspires someone and changes somebody’s life for
the better, it’s all worth it. And if it
doesn’t bother you, just stay at home
and watch TV, do your own thing
and just live and let live,” the student said. “Everyone is entitled to
their beliefs as long as they are not
harming anybody.”
Amanda Guillen may be reached at theprospectordaily.
news@gmail.com.

How do you feel about campus being closed for the pope?
ANGEL ULLOA/ THE PROSPECTOR

JAMIE HERNANDEZ

Senior communications major
“Demonstrating and emphasizing the
importance of a specific relgious leader and
imposing his or her beliefs by cancelling
classes shows that some religions are
more celebrated than others. If you extend
special privileges to some religions, then
do it to all.

SCOTT FRANKLIN

Junior computer information systems
major
“I’m glad that we don’t have school on the
day that the Pope comes to visit Juárez. It
will help to reduce the traffic downtown and
it’s a good day to celebrate faith. I am really
excited for his visit.”

ADRIAN SALAS

FRANCISCO HIDALGO

I was asked to sing for the Pope’s mass in
Juárez, so it’s actually beneficial to me, and
I think it’s okay because it’s a major event.
If you’re a responsible student you’re going
to get all your studying done before Dead
Day.”

“I don’t see the point of them closing the
school, because it’s not like people are
going to go see him.”

Senior music education major

Freshman biology major

ALFONSO TREVIZO

Sophomore English & American
literature major
“I think that campus should stay open for
the Pope’s visit. By closing campus, the university is giving the message that it involves
itself in religious affairs, thus isolating any
students that are not Catholic.”
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Bourbon and Whiskey Fest to hit the casino
The event will also feature a mechanical bull riding competition.
The winner of the challenge will be
awarded a monetary prize of $1,250.
Christian Perez, junior computer
science major and whiskey drinker,
said he would be interested in attending the ‘Bourbon and Whiskey Festival’ to experience new and
different kinds of whiskey and to
mingle with other people who have
similar tastes to his.
“I would like to attend one to see
and taste all the other types of whiskey there are,” Perez said. “I think it
would be a nice way to meet others
who have that interest and also bring
some more people to come down and
enjoy the city.”
As a whiskey drinker, Perez said he
enjoys the fact he can come upon difSPECIAL TO THE PROSPECTOR
“The Bourbon and Whiskey Festival” will take place on Feb. 6 at the Sunland Casino Racetrack.

ferent and unique flavors each time
he drinks it, and hopes he can experience that if he attends the festival.

BY JULIA HETTIGER
The Prospector
El Paso has had their share of festivals celebrating the many different
beers in existence, but the “Bourbon
and Whiskey Festival” will be different. The Sunland Park Racetrack and
Casino will be hosting a festival celebrating bourbon and whiskey in the
coming weeks.
“We have the ‘Bourbon and Whiskey Festival’ on Feb. 6 and Wine Social on Feb. 13,” said Ethan Linder, director of marketing at the casino. “It
is the first time either festival is hap-

pening at the Sunland Park Racetrack
and Casino.”
The ‘Bourbon and Whiskey Festival’ will be the second alcoholthemed festival in a series of festivals
the casino has recently hosted.
“Our recent ‘Tequila and Margarita
Festival’ was at max capacity for most
of the event,” Linder said. “We hope
to draw a similar crowd for the ‘Whiskey and Bourbon Festival’.”
The event will not only feature a
variety of bourbons and whiskeys,
but also other features such as live
entertainment.
The bands headlining the festival
include the Sam Barlow Band, Mag-

num Blue Band and the Joe Barron
Band.
Local country singer Joe Barron
said it was great to be performing
back at the casino.
“It’s been a while,” Barron said. “We
always have a great time on the stage
and the people are always very receptive from start to finish.”
The band, whose music focuses primarily on covers of original country
music, will perform songs currently
at the top of the charts.
“We are going to give a high-intensity show, with lots of upbeat, rocking
stuff—everything from Eric Church
to George Strait, and we even throw

in some Nelly and 50 Cent for fun,”
Barron said. “We will be playing a few
originals, but definitely a lot of country covers of everything from the Top
40 and some older Texas country stuff
to everything you can dance to.”
In addition to the live entertainment, The Cigar Dolls, a female entertainment group from South and
Latin America, will partake in cigar
rolling, which is the process of rolling a bundle of dried and fermented
tobacco leaves into cigars. Linder said
he believes this will be a good addition to the festival.
“We like the match and hope everyone else does as well,” Linder said.

“I like whiskey for its different variety of tastes it can provide, but prefer
the ones that taste sweet,” Perez said.
The ‘Bourbon and Whiskey Festival’ will take place from noon to 9
p.m.
“Bourbon and whiskey, cigar rollers
and a mechanical bull competition,
that’s hard to beat,” Linder said.
For more information about the
festival, call (575) 874-5200.
Julia Hettiger may be reached at theprospectordaily.
ent@gmail.com.

Unknown Mortal Orchestra to play first show at The Lowbrow Palace
BY MIKE VASQUEZ
The Prospector

SPECIAL TO THE PROSPECTOR
Unknown Mortal Orchestra will perform at the Lowbrow Palace on Friday, Feb 5.

The Lowbrow Palace has recently
had an influx of popular artists and
bands, making it one of the most
sought-out venues for music fans here
in El Paso. Unknown Mortal Orchestra, an up-and-coming band in the indie pop scene, is a New Zealand’s psychedelic pop rock band. They will be
embarking on a 60-date world tour.
They will be performing at 10:00 p.m.,
Friday, Feb. 5 at the Lowbrow Palace.
El Paso will be their seventh tour stop
following Los Angeles.
Although it is their first show in the
Sun City, their synth rhythms and live
core instruments fit in with the current musical movements of El Paso,
close to the likes of Tame Impala,
Django Django or Broken Bells.
Jason Daw, frontman for El Paso’s
Kilo and the Dew and a senior advertising major at UTEP, sees Unknown
Mortal Orchestra as fellow riders of
the indie-pop genre.
“They set up this really strange
aura with their synth that takes you
out of your place,” Daw said. “But
at the same time, they’ve got guitars
and drums that ground it and put it
together.”
Unknown Mortal Orchestra is composed of singer, guitarist and songwriter Ruban Nielson, bassist Jake
Portrait and drummer Riley Geare.
Nielson does not hesitate to explore
his guitar, sometimes exchanging his
voice with a trippy, distorted guitar
solo, but even when Nielson takes to
the microphone, bassist Jake Portrait
steps out of the walking bass-lines
and keeps the string section interest-

ing. As an article in Pitchfork puts it,
Unknown Mortal Orchestra’s music is
of a “unique immersive and psychedelic quality without relying on the
usual array of bong-ripping effects.”
The Feb. 5 show will be the one-year
anniversary of the release of their latest album, “Multi-Love” and includes
some of their more distinguished lyrical work. The better part of the album
is a bitter, cynical view of relationships with lyrics like “checked into my
heart and trashed it like a hotel room”
in the title track “Multi-Love” or the
sense of doom in “Acid Rain,” where
you can find the lyrics “you and I are
doomed to burn like white people in
the sun.” By the third track, however,
the music grows some teeth and keeps
it bare. “She wants you, and love don’t
come into the equation. What she
loves is sex in the parked car and the
Photo Booth at Cha Cha.”
Christian Yañez, booking specialist for the Lowbrow, said the venue
is expecting more than 200 attendees
for the Unknown Mortal Orchestra
performance. “With this show along
with other ones, we’ve already been
hosting plenty of up and coming
bands,” Yañez said.
Willa McDonald, sophomore prepharmacy major, said she is excited to
see them live.
“I’ve never seen them live,” McDonald said. “I’ve always imagined them
to be better on stage so they can improvise more.”
The doors to the event will open at
9:00 p.m. Tickets are $15 for 21 and
older and $17 for everyone else. Buy
your tickets at lowbrowpalace.com.
Mike Valdez may be reached at theprospectordaily.ent@
gmail.com.
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‘Rapture, Death the EDM’ aims to refocus crowd to original rave scene

SPECIAL TO THE PROSPECTOR
“Rapture, Death to EDM,” will take place on Feb. 9 in an undisclosed location.

BY JOSE SOTO
The Prospector
On any given weekend in El Paso,
you can find events and clubs playing
electronic dance music. 301 Nightlife,
The Garden, Hardpop Bundesbar in
Ciudad Juárez and many other local
hotspots are few of the names where
you can expect to hear the musical
genre thumping through their speakers. EDM has become popular locally,
but not with every one. One upcoming event is hoping to bring back the
culture of the rave scene by offering
a different experience to music enthusiasts that perhaps an older crowd
might recall.
“Rapture, Death to EDM,” will take
place on Feb. 9. True to the original
rave scene of the late ‘80s, ‘90s and
early 2000s, the event location will be
disclosed only by texting a number
that will return your text with details
about the hosting venue.
Electronic music, with its many
sub-genres and acronyms, is now
popularized by modern producers
and DJ’s including Calvin Harris,
Kaskade and Diplo.
This, however, wasn’t always the
case. Initially originating in Europe,
most notably Germany, in the midto-late ‘70s, electronic music was an

underground musical movement. It
continued to grow overseas during
the ‘80s, helping form such genres
like new wave. It wasn’t until the
‘90s that it became popular in the
states with the help of DJs such as
Praga Khan and Superstar Dj Keoki.
Back then people would attend underground rave parties, which were
for the most part illegal and held at
abandoned warehouses or alternative
nightclubs. The movement promoted
a carefree, communal sense of belonging amongst ravers, as attendees
would come to be known.
It was very similar to the hippie
movement. Eventually, the musical
genre diversified in sound and attracted an army of listeners, which
led to it straying from its original
concept. More and more talent began
to emerge and the music was more
obtainable to the masses.
Now, many music festivals add
these talents to their bills in order to
bring together their fans. In El Paso,
you can find many of these artists at
different venues playing for sold-out
crowds.
But not everyone in El Paso is particular fond of these popular events.
Danny Perez, coordinator of “Rapture, Death to EDM,” is one of them.
He and a close friend, who is also his

CALENDEROFEVENTS
KEVIN GATES
The rapper from Baton Rouge, Louisiana will be
performing at 7:00 p.m. Wednesday, February 3
at Tricky Falls. Doors open at 7:00 p.m. Tickets
are $25 at the door

WINE AND CHEESE AT THE MUSEUM
The El Paso Museum of History will hold
a discussion on how racialized imagery
was used to reflect changes and growth
in the consumer market. Enjoy music
and cheese following the discussion. The
event is at 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. on Feb.
4. The event is $6 for museum and $10 for
non-members. For more information, call
915-212-0320

business partner who grew up in Germany, attended one of these events a
few weeks ago and felt the usual energy that was once found at rave parties was gone.
“It was a total disaster,” Perez said.
“The high energy was gone.”
Perez and his business partner discussed the event and decided it was
time to revive the rave scene in the
borderland.
“We want to bring the old-school
style to the rave scene,” Perez said.
“This first party will host local DJs,
but with money raised from these
events, we will get the old school
names to come back. They have already been contacted and they really
love the idea.”
Perez and his friend attended one
of the original rave parties at the Lizard Lounge in Dallas back in the early
1990s. They returned to El Paso and
helped create the same underground
movement here.
“We liked the atmosphere and the
people it drew,” Perez said. “All kinds
of colorful people were in attendance,
and I personally liked the exclusivity
that it was by invite only.”
When Perez and his partner moved
back to El Paso, they got together with
a club owner who helped them throw
parties at local clubs. After gaining

some recognition, they would rent
out warehouses and had even bigger
events that reached 300 people in a
building downtown, Perez said.
“This is the first time in 20 years
that I’m doing it again,” he said.
Marcy Angeles, a visual artist,
painter and photographer, used to
attend many of these raves. Angeles
said that the new EDM shows are just
a product of pop culture.
“Mainstream electronic has done
a good job of putting El Paso on the
map but there is way too much of an
emphasis on flashy light shows and
this EDM thing that is nothing like
the electronica we used to know,” Angeles said.
Angeles said what was different in
the raves of the past was diversity.
“What appealed to me about the
El Paso rave scene was the love for
diversity that was at the core of our
scene,” Angeles said. “Cliques were an
idea that took the backseat. You always knew you’d lose your friends as
you’d go off on your own and mingle
for at least an hour or two. You’d find
a nice spot on a dusty warehouse floor
& just get lost in the music.”
“I was very much so aware of what
I was a part of,” Angeles said. “I lived
the rave lifestyle for years. I never
missed a weekly, never missed a party

& made a name for myself for usually
being the first on the dance floor. It
was very intimate and comfortable,
especially our ‘weeklies’ like the ones
at Cantina La Tuya. We had a deep
sense of community and our peers
were more like family than friends.
Ravers were modern day hippies. The
movement was essentially a peaceful
backlash against societal oppression.”
Perez said he believes that EDM,
which differs from other electronic
music genres like minimal, techno or
progressive house, has diminished by
incorporating other styles of music
like hip-hop and pop.
“My intent, with the help of others,
is to reform the music back to what
it was. As it is—no offense—but the
hipster movement already killed rock
’n’ roll,” Perez said. “EDM is doing
that to the electronica and original
rave scene. I have experience with the
rave scene, so I’m hoping to revive it,
and if we can bring life back to the
night scene, that would be an amazing accomplishment and contribution to the nightlife here in El Paso.”
For more information on the event,
text 351-2121 the day of.
Jose Soto may be reached at theprospectordaily.ent@
gmail.com.

QUEEN NATION-A TRIBUTE TO QUEEN
The tribute band will be performing the legendary
band’s hits at 8:30 p.m. on Feb. 6 at the Speaking Rock Entertainment Center. This event is free.

VALENTINES SUPER LOVE JAM
The Don Haskins Center will host
The Intruders, Bloodstone, Blue
Magic, GQ, Rose Royce, The Floaters, Heatwave, El Chicano and
Malo as part of a super concert on
Feb. 5. starting at 7:30 p.m. Ticket
prices start at $28.50. For full ticket
prices and event information, call
915-747-5234
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EDITOR

ADRIAN BROADDUS, 747-7477

Men’s team helps celebrate ‘66 champions

MICHAELA ROMÁN/ THE PROSPECTOR
The Miners (3-6 Conference USA) have lost three consecutive games.
Beginning on Friday, Feb. 5, CBS
BY ADRIAN BROADDUS
Sports Network will hold a panel
The Prospector
discussion featuring ex-players Jerry
This week, the men’s basketball Armstrong, Orsten Artis, Louis Bauteam begins the second half of their doin, Willie Cager, David Lattin, Dick
conference schedule as they host Myers, Togo Railey, Nevil Shed and
Marshall (Thursday, Feb. 4) and West- Willie Worsley.
The nine players will also be honern Kentucky (Saturday, Feb. 6) in the
Don Haskins Center. Saturday’s game ored at the game on Saturday, Feb. 6.
against Western Kentucky will honor Tip off is set for 3 p.m. and everyone
the 50th anniversary of UTEP’s 1966 who buys a ticket will receive a free
50th anniversary t-shirt at the Don
national championship team.
Throughout this week, events in Haskins Center.
regards to the 50th anniversary of
Weekend of woes
the 1966 national championship will
The struggling Miners (11-11, 3-6
commence. Legendary head coach Conference USA) have lost six out of
Don Haskins was the first coach to their last seven games. They are winstart five African-American players in less (0-7) on the road.
a NCAA championship game. To this
Two of those losses on the road
day, UTEP remains the only Division came last week, when the Miners
I school in Texas to win a men’s bas- lost to Southern Miss (71-58) and
Louisiana Tech (78-70), respectively.
ketball NCAA championship.

During both games, the Miners blew
leads that they held at the half. Before
the back-to-back losses, they had only
lost one game out of 11 when leading
at the break.
Despite having a breakout 15-point
lead throughout the first half, the
Miners were outscored 29-14 in the
second half and fell to the Golden Eagles on Thursday, Jan. 25. They only
scored eight points in the final nine
minutes against Southern Miss.
Against Louisiana Tech, both teams
traded off leads throughout the game.
The Miners were not disciplined on
offense and committed season-high
23 turnovers. The 23 turnovers resulted in 19 points for the Bulldogs.
The Bulldogs’ starters all scored 12 or
more points in the game.
Although they lost to the Bulldogs,
who are fourth in C-USA, head coach

Tim Floyd saw improvement in his
team that has been facing adversity
recently. After matching Southern
Miss in rebounding (36-36), they
beat Louisiana Tech in the battle for
boards (38-34) for only the second
time this season.
Another plus for the Miners on
Sunday’s game was shooting. Prior
to Louisiana Tech, the Miners had
a difficult time in shooting from the
perimeter and from the floor, but
in this game they shot 50.9 percent
from the field and four players (Terry
Winn, Dominic Artis, Omega Harris
and Earvin Morris) scored 10 or more
points.
“By and large there was some improvement other than the ball handling,” Floyd said after the loss. “We’ll
try to go back home and see if we can’t
do some things a little better when we
get back to El Paso.”
Seeing a remarkable upgrade in
play was Dominic Artis. Going into
Sunday’s game, Artis averaged 3.5
points in the last four games. Against
Louisiana Tech, Artis seemed to wake
up and rose to the occasion. He finished with 23 points, 10 rebounds,
nine assists and four steals, nearly recording a triple double.
“We got great play from Dominic Artis tonight (against Louisiana
Tech), which was really encouraging,”
Floyd said. “He played at a high level.”

Scouting the Herd

Marshall (11-11, 7-2 C-USA) will
bring a high-scoring offense to the
Don Haskins Center on Thursday.
They like to run the score high, averaging 82.4 points per game. Four
players are averaging 12 or more
points per game, including James
Kelly (19.9), Ryan Taylor (14.6) Jon
Elmore (13.3) and Stevie Browning
(12.9). Kelly leads C-USA with 11
double-doubles (17th in the nation),

defensive rebounds (169) and field
goals made (178 for 325). Despite
losing 81-79 to UAB, Kelly still posted
a 30-point game. They are going to
challenge UTEP in the post with Kelly and Taylor, who combine for 34.5
points per game.
In order to compete, coach Floyd
and the Miners are going to need
to establish a strong inside defense
against the Herd. Winn and Hooper
Vint will be the prime post players,
and coach Floyd will probably use a
zone-coverage to force the outside
shots.
The Miners have struggled in recent
games with foul trouble. On Thursday, both Lee Moore and Harris were
sidelined due to fouls, and on Sunday,
Vint fouled out of the game. If the
Miners can keep the Herd away from
the inside while still remaining disciplined on fouls, they have a chance at
upsetting the fourth-place squad.

A look at the Hilltoppers

They have the same overall record,
same league record and extremely
similar frustrating season—if the
Miners could look into the mirror,
the Western Kentucky Hilltoppers
would be in the reflection. The Hilltoppers (11-11, 3-6 C-USA) are also
coming off a loss on Saturday (Middle
Tennessee, 66-64), but they upset CUSA’s top-ranked UAB (69-62) on
Thursday, Jan. 28.
Western Kentucky is led by forward
Justin Johnson, who leads the team
in points per game (16.1), rebounds
(168) and blocks (17). This is also a
team whose strong side is defense.
They average nearly five steals, five
blocks and 13 turnovers per game.
Adrian Broaddus may be reached at theprospectordaily.
sports@gmail.com.

Ten wins marks best start for women’s team

BY JUAN CARLOS NAVARETTE
The Prospector

The UTEP women’s basketball team
will take on Marshall on the road in
hopes of continuing their undefeated
record in conference play after picking up their 10th-straight win.
UTEP (18-1, 9-0 Conference USA)
will be playing against a Marshall
team that is having a roller coaster
season. They are 4-5 in conference
play, but they have been victorious in
an unorthodox fashion.
Coming off an impressive 86-80
win against fourth-place Louisiana
Tech, the Miners are no longer tied
for first with Western Kentucky in
Conference USA due to their ninewin record. The Miners struggled in
the first half to cement the lead, but
they used their home court advantage
to extend their lead in the second half.
“It was a battle-great game, great
win against a team that has been
playing really good ball,” head coach
Keitha Adams said. “L.A. tech has a
fantastic team.”
Adams does not let the wins take
over her team’s locker room; after last
year’s losses, the Miners know there
is still a lot of basketball to be played.
Adams and her squad have labeled
this year “the payback tour.”
“We are completely focused on who
we are playing and what the game
plan is,” Adams said. “We are not

thinking about the past and we are
not thinking about the future. Even
when I get questions asked about two
weeks in the past, I always say I don’t
know what you’re talking about. I stay
locked in and I try to keep our kids
locked in.”
The Miners will have to find a way
to neutralize Marshall’s senior guard
Leah Scott. The 6-foot guard is averaging 15 points per game. She is
also leading her team with 117 total
rebounds.
Fortunately for the Miners, Marshall’s team does not have an array
of offensive weapons that UTEP has
proven to have. UTEP has four players that all average 10-or-more points
per game, with the leader among
them being Cameasha Turner with
15.3.
UTEP also cares about teams who
rebound strongly, according to guard
Starr Breedlove. The team relies on
Chrishauna Parker, who in the last
game had 10 rebounds against a
board-heavy Louisiana Tech team.
“Finally got somebody out there
that we know for sure is going to rebound,” Breedlove said. “Our whole
team rebounds, but we know she’s automatically going to.”
The Miners will be on the road for
their next two games, against Marshall (Thursday, Feb 4) and against
second-place Western Kentucky (Saturday, Feb. 6). If the Miners are able

to get both wins, the Miners not only

get better control of Conference USA,
but they also may gain enough attention to be in the top 25 of the nation.
For Turner it does not matter who
they are playing-the guard is staying
focused, and playing one game at a
time.
“We got to keep pushing forward,
take from this game and get better,” Turner said. “Each game we
got to move forward. We can enjoy
this game tonight (against Louisiana
Tech) and we got to look forward to
Marshall. They beat us last year-pay
back tour continues.”
As for Adams, Marshall is just another opponent she would like to get
revenge on. Adams does not like to
talk much about other teams right
after a game, but she said enough to
let everyone know Marshall is on the
payback tour.
“Marshall beat us last year here (at
the Don Haskins),” Adams said. “We
were 12-16 last year.”
Juan Carlos Navarette may be reached at
theprospectordaily.sports@gmail.com.

MICHAELA ROMÁN/ THE PROSPECTOR
Head coach Keitha Adams and her squad are currently ranked 28th in the nation according to
the NCAA women’s basketball RPI.

